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The Solar Installation Dilemma: Why Foundations Matter

Ever wondered why some solar farms thrive while others crack under pressure? The answer often lies beneath

your feet - literally. Traditional ground mounts struggle with soil erosion, frost heave, and that sinking feeling

(pun intended) when installation costs balloon by 40% due to unexpected site conditions.

Take California's 2023 Sonoma County project. Workers hit groundwater at 3 feet, forcing expensive

foundation redesigns mid-install. "We lost two weeks and $120,000 just on footings," admits project lead

Maria Gonzalez. Stories like this explain why 62% of solar installers rank foundation issues as their top

headache.

Column Ground Mount SR710: Engineering Meets Solar Innovation

Enter Solarun's game-changer. The SR710 system uses helical piers that screw into the earth like giant

corkscrews. No concrete. No curing time. Just 8-hour installations that laugh in the face of poor soil

conditions.

Key advantages:

  70% faster deployment than concrete foundations

  Adjustable height (1.5-4 meters) for uneven terrain

  30-ton load capacity - handles bifacial panels with ease

Texas-based Verde Energy switched to SR710 last quarter. "We completed a 5MW farm in 18 days flat,"

beams CEO Rick Thompson. "Even with those crazy clay soils up in Denton County."

Under the Hood: What Makes Solarun's System Tick

The magic lies in the zinc-aluminum coating (we're talking 150mm thickness here) that outlasts standard
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galvanization. Combined with its modular design, the system adapts to anything from rocky Canadian shields

to Vietnam's swampy deltas.

Wait, no - let's clarify. While perfect for most soils, extremely loose sand still requires site-specific

engineering. But hey, what system doesn't have limitations?

From Texas to Tokyo: Real-World Applications

Japan's latest floating solar project? Built on Solarun Solar mounts. "The corrosion resistance was crucial over

Lake Kasumigaura," explains engineer Hiroshi Tanaka. "Saltwater spray would've eaten conventional steel in

5 years."

Meanwhile in Germany, the SR710's adjustable tilt helps maximize winter sun angles. Munich Energy reports

12% higher December yields compared to fixed-tilt systems. Not bad for a country that sees 1.3 kWh/m? daily

irradiance in winter!

Breaking Down the Dollars and Sense

At $0.18/W installed, the SR710 costs 15% more upfront than basic ground mounts. But factor in:

  Zero concrete costs ($12,000 saved per MW)

  3-day vs 3-week installations

  25-year warranty (vs industry-standard 10 years)

You're looking at 20% lower LCOE over the system's lifespan. As solar veteran Bill McKnight puts it: "This

isn't an expense - it's an ROI accelerator."

Your Top SR710 Questions Answered

Q: How does it handle earthquakes?

A: The helical design actually improves seismic performance - piers move with the ground instead of

cracking.

Q: Can I retrofit existing arrays?

A: Absolutely! We've converted 14 legacy sites in Chile alone this year.

Q: What's the maintenance look like?

A: Annual visual inspections. That's it. No re-torquing or alignment checks needed.

Web: https://mavhone.co.za
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