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Tradition Meets Technology

When you picture the Amish community, solar panels might not be the first thing that comes to mind. Known

for rejecting modern conveniences like grid electricity, these Anabaptist groups have quietly become early

adopters of renewable energy. Wait, no - that's not quite right. Actually, their solar adoption isn't about being

trendy but rather a carefully negotiated compromise between faith and functionality.

Why Solar Aligns With Amish Values

In places like Lancaster County, Pennsylvania - home to one of the largest Amish populations in the U.S. -

you'll spot solar power systems on barn roofs and workshop sheds. The key lies in their Ordnung, the

community's unwritten rules. While they prohibit connection to public utilities, solar provides "off-grid"

energy that maintains their prized separation from the outside world.

Consider this: Over 60% of Amish-owned businesses in Ohio's Holmes County now use photovoltaic systems

for essential operations like refrigeration and woodworking. They're not trying to save the planet - though

that's a nice side effect - but rather preserve their self-sufficient way of life.

Barn Roofs to Battery Banks

Let me tell you about Eli, a third-generation furniture maker in Indiana. His 5kW solar array powers LED

workshop lights and a battery-powered table saw. "We're not against technology," he explains, "just against

being tied to the outside." This pragmatic approach has led to specialized solar solutions:

  Modified DC systems avoiding AC conversion

  Lead-acid battery banks for nighttime use

  Solar-powered hydraulic pumps for well water
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In Pennsylvania's Amish country, solar installers report 20-30 new residential systems monthly. Most are

modest 1-3kW setups costing $3,000-$8,000 - a significant investment for communities where average

incomes hover around $35,000 annually.

Beyond Pennsylvania

While the U.S. Amish solar adoption story is unique, similar patterns emerge globally. Germany's Mennonite

communities - theological cousins to the Amish - have embraced solar water heaters since the 1990s. In

Canada's Ontario province, Old Order Mennonites use solar to power dairy farm equipment while maintaining

their non-conformist ideals.

The Tension Beneath the Panels

Not everyone's onboard. Some bishops argue that large solar installations create "energy wealth" disparities.

There's also the sticky question of maintenance - what happens when you need an English (non-Amish)

electrician to fix the system?

Younger members are pushing boundaries, though. Take the case of an Amish youth group that built a

solar-powered phone charging station... hidden in a hollowed-out Bible. It's these creative adaptations that

suggest solar will likely play an expanding role in Plain communities.

Questions & Answers

Q: Do all Amish groups allow solar power?

A: Rules vary by district. New Order communities tend to be more accepting than stricter Swartzentruber

groups.

Q: How do they handle cloudy days?

A: Most systems include battery storage, supplemented by propane appliances and manual tools.

Q: Could wind power work for them?

A: Some communities experiment with small wind turbines, but solar dominates due to lower visibility and

maintenance.

Q: Do they sell excess solar energy?

A: Almost never - feeding power back to the grid would violate their separation principles.

Q: What's the biggest solar system they'll use?

A: Most cap systems at 10kW, enough for essential needs without enabling "luxurious" electricity use.
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