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Why Solar Makes Sense Right Now

Ever looked at your PG&E hill and thought, "There's got to be a better way?"' You're not alone. Fresno solar
power installations have jumped 42% since 2020, and here's why: Californias electricity rates increased 17%
last year alone. But wait, there's more to this story than just rising costs.

Imagine this: Your neighbor installed panels in 2020. Today, they're paying less for electricity than they did
during the Obama administration. Meanwhile, you're stuck with bills that keep climbing faster than Sierra
Nevada snowpack in April. Doesn't that make you wonder what they know that you don't?

The Numbers That Will Shock You
Let's break it down with some Central Valley math:

Average Fresno household uses 850 kwh/month
Current PG&E rate: $0.32/kWh (and climbing)
Typica 6kW solar system cost: $15,000-$20,000 before incentives

Now here's the kicker - that system could slash your bill by 90%. But why aren't more people doing this?
WEell, many still believe solar is complicated or unreliable. Which brings us to Fresno's best-kept secret...

Fresno's Secret Solar Advantage

Y ou know how we brag about our peaches? Turns out our sunlight's even sweeter. Fresno gets 272 sunny days
annually - more than Miami or San Diego. That's like having nature's solar battery working overtime while the
rest of the country deals with clouds and snow.

But here's what most installers won't tell you: Our agricultural roots give us an unexpected edge. Those vast

farmlands? They've trained local technicians to handle large-scale energy projects. In fact, the same company
that installed panels for a Clovis amond farm recently did a residential system in Tower District - talk about
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How Local Families Are Winning

Take the Garcias in Fig Garden. They went solar last spring using a photovoltaic system with battery backup.
During September's heatwave when everyone else suffered blackouts, their home stayed cool while actually
earning credits from PG&E. "It's like the system paid for itself during that one week," Maria Garciatold me.

Or consider Fresno Unified School District - they've cut energy costs by $1.2 million annually through solar
carports. If schools can make it work during budget crunches, shouldn't homeowners explore this option too?

Y our Solar Questions Answered

Q: Will panelswork during foggy winters?

A: Absolutely! Modern systems generate power even in diffuse light. January production might drop 30-40%,
but annual savings still add up.

Q: What about maintenance?
A: Rain usualy keeps panels clean. We recommend annual inspections - less upkeep than maintaining a
swimming pool.

Q: How long until | break even?
A: Most Fresno households see ROI in 6-8 years. With 25-year warranties, that's 17+ years of pure savings.

Q: Can | redlly go off-grid?
A: Technically yes, but staying connected often makes financial sense through net metering programs.

Q: What happensif | move?
A: Solar increases home value. A 2023 study showed Fresno homes with panels sell 20% faster than

comparable properties.
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