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Why Solar Incentives Matter Now

Ever wondered why your neighbor suddenly installed solar panels last month? Chances are, NB Power solar

incentives played a role. With electricity prices in Atlantic Canada rising 14% since 2022, homeowners are

scrambling for alternatives. But here's the kicker - New Brunswick's solar adoption rates still trail behind Nova

Scotia and Ontario by nearly 40%. Why the hesitation?

The answer might surprise you. While 68% of residents say they want renewable energy options, only 23%

understand the current solar rebates available. "We've seen this pattern before," notes Marie Th?riault, an

energy consultant in Moncton. "When Alberta updated their solar programs in 2020, installations tripled

within 18 months."

Breaking Down NB Power's Programs

Let's cut through the jargon. NB Power currently offers three main pathways:

  Upfront rebates of $0.50 per watt (capped at $5,000)

  Net metering with 1:1 credit rollover

  Low-interest green loans through partner banks

But wait - there's a catch most installers won't mention. Those shiny rebates decrease by 15% annually unless

renewed by the provincial government. Last year alone, 47 homeowners missed the deadline and lost an

average of $1,200 in potential savings.

What Real Homeowners Are Saving

Take the LeBlanc family in Fredericton. After installing a 6kW system in March 2023, they've:

  Cut their power bills by 80% during summer months

  Earned $312 in net metering credits
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  Qualified for $3,800 in combined federal/provincial rebates

"It's not perfect," admits Jacques LeBlanc. "We still pay about $40 monthly in winter. But compared to our old

$220 bills? No contest."

The Fine Print You Can't Ignore

Here's where things get tricky. NB Power requires all systems to use Canadian Solar or Silfab panels for full

rebate eligibility. While these are quality brands, it limits consumer choice compared to PEI's more flexible

program. Plus, the application process involves three separate approvals - something even seasoned

contractors find cumbersome.

How New Brunswick Compares Globally

Stacked against Germany's feed-in tariffs or California's Solar Mandate, NB Power's renewable energy

programs look modest. But consider this: New Brunswick's average 4.2 sun-hours/day outperforms Hamburg

(2.8) and matches Boston (4.3). With proper incentives, the province could realistically meet 19% of its

energy needs through rooftop solar by 2030.

Your Top Solar Incentive Questions

Q: Do the rebates cover battery storage?

A: Currently no, but NB Power is piloting a 200-home storage incentive program this fall.

Q: Can renters access these programs?

A: Unfortunately not - the property owner must apply. However, some landlords are splitting savings with

tenants.

Q: How long do approvals take?

A: Typically 6-8 weeks, though summer applications face longer waits due to high demand.

Notice how nobody's talking about the workforce angle? The solar industry here employs just 380 people - a

drop in the bucket compared to Alberta's 7,500-strong clean energy workforce. Maybe that's the real incentive

we should be debating.

Web: https://mavhone.co.za
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