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Why Solar Now in Nova Scotia?

You've probably seen those sleek solar panels popping up on rooftops across Halifax. But here's the
kicker--Nova Scotids solar power program isn't just another green vanity project. With electricity rates
climbing 6.5% this year alone (the sharpest hike in a decade), homeowners are scrambling for alternatives.
Could thisinitiative be the relief they need?

Let's cut through the noise. The province ams to source 80% of its electricity from renewables by 2030--a
target set before the federal carbon tax squeeze. While wind energy dominates the conversation, solar adoption
has quietly tripled since 2021. Why the surge? Simple math: federa rebates now cover up to 35% of
installation costs, paired with Nova Scotia Power's net metering program that turns your roof into a mini
power plant.

How the Program Actually Works
Here's where things get interesting. Unlike Ontario's canceled microFI T program, Nova Scotia's approach uses
atwo-tiered incentive system:

Upfront rebates ($0.50 per watt for systems under 10 kW)
Bill credits for excess energy fed back to the grid

A typical 6 kW system costs about $14,000 pre-rebate. After incentives? You're looking at $9,100--still steep
for many, but wait. Over 25 years, that system could slash $28,000 off your power bills. Not bad for a
province where 62% of households still use oil heating.

Real Savings or Just Hype?

Now, | can hear you thinking: "But doesn't Nova Scotia have, like, haf the sunshine of California?' True
enough. Our average 4.2 peak sun hours daily pale next to California's 6.8. Y et modern panels work efficiently
even in diffuse light--afact Germany exploited to become a solar |eader despite similar conditions.

Page 1/3



ANY Nova Scotia Solar Power Program
[

HUIJUE GROUP
ENERGY CREATES A BETTER LIFE

Take the MacLean family in Truro. Their 8.5 kW system installed last March generated 1,100 kWh in
December--enough to cover 85% of their heating needs. "We're basically paying just the grid fee now," says
Sarah MacLean. "It's like having afixed-rate energy plan against Nova Scotia Power's price hikes."

Beyond Homes: Commercial Potential

The program's hidden gem? Commercial solar. Halifax's new rooftop zoning bylaws allow solar canopies on
parking lots-a game-changer for big-box stores. Sobeys recently installed a 740 kW array atop their
Dartmouth distribution center. "We're offsetting 15% of our energy costs annually," confirms their facilities
manager. "And that's before counting the federal tax write-offs.”

The Weather Elephant in the Room

Let's address the nor'easter in the living room. How do panels hold up against Nova Scotia's infamous
weather? Modern installations withstand 140 mph winds--crucial when hurricane season brings 80+ km/h
gusts. Snow accumulation? Tilted panels shed snow naturally, and surprisingly, light reflection off snow can
boost winter output by up to 12%.

Still skeptical? Consider battery storage. While not covered by the base program, combining solar with battery
storage systems creates true energy independence. The catch? A typical 10 kWh battery adds $12,000 to your
setup. But with Nova Scotia Power's recent rate restructuring, the payback period has shrunk from 14 to 9
years.

Y our Burning Questions Answered

Q: Can | participateif | rent my home?

A: Unfortunately, the program requires property ownership. But renters can advocate for building-wide
systems through Nova Scotia's new multi-unit solar pilot.

Q: How much does maintenance cost?
A: Most systems need just annual inspections ($150-$300). Panels typically carry 25-year warranties--longer
than most asphalt roofs!

Q: Will it increase my property taxes?
A: Not in Nova Scotia. Unlike some U.S. states, solar installations here don't trigger tax reassessments.

Q: What happens during power outages?
A: Standard grid-tied systems shut off automatically for safety. But add a battery, and you've got backup
power for critical loads.

Q: Arethere hidden fees?

A: Watch for the $75 interconnection fee and possible meter upgrade costs. Always get multiple quotes--some
installers bake these into their pricing.
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Web: https://mavhone.co.za
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