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The Alberta Advantage: Net Metering Made Simple

Ever wondered how your unused rooftop energy could pay your grocery bills? Alberta's Micro-Generation
Regulation, updated in 2023, lets homeowners and businesses sell surplus solar power to the grid through a
straightforward net metering system. Unlike Ontario's feed-in tariff program (remember that 2009 Green
Energy Act drama?), Alberta keeps things refreshingly simple.

Here's the kicker: For every kilowatt-hour you feed into the grid, you get a 1:1 credit against your
consumption. Last winter, the Smith family in Calgary offset 92% of their heating costs this way - their meter
literally spun backward during sunny spells!

From Panels to Profits: Y our 4-Step Roadmap
Let's cut through the bureaucracy. To start selling solar energy in Alberta, you'll need to:

Get your system sized by certified installers (aim for 110-150% of your annual usage)
Submit a micro-generation application through your local wires provider

Pass inspection from the Alberta Utilities Commission

Watch your energy credits accumulate through the retailer's portal

Wait, no - actually, step 4 should come after step 3. See? Even experts mix things up sometimes! The whole
process typically takes 8-12 weeks, though Edmonton residents reported faster approvals last quarter.

Why Y our Neighbor's Roof Could Be a Goldmine

Solar installations in Alberta grew 300% since 2020, with average residentia systems now generating
$800-$1,200 annual credits. Commercia operations? They're playing a different ballgame. A Red Deer car
dealership turned its 250kW array into a $28,000/year revenue stream - that's like getting free oil changes for
life!

Page 1/2



ANY Selling Solar Power Back to the Grid in Alberta
" § 15

HUIJUE GROUP
ENERGY CREATES A BETTER LIFE

But here's the rub: Alberta's deregulated market means pricing varies. While Toronto hydro users get fixed
rates, you might negotiate better terms with competitive retailers. Enmax currently offers 9.82/kWh for surplus
power - not quite Germany's feed-in tariffs, but better than letting sunshine go to waste.

How Alberta Stacks Up Against Ontario's Green Energy Playbook
Ontario residents might've had a head start, but Alberta's catching up fast. Our analysis shows:

Shorter approval timelines (12 weeks vs Ontario's 16-week average)
Higher per-capitainstallations in solar-friendly communities like Medicine Hat
No mandatory battery storage requirements for grid-tied systems

Still, Ontario's legacy programs created more large-scale solar farms. Alberta's strength lies in distributed
generation - thousands of small producers collectively rivaling traditional power plants.

Cloudy Days Ahead? Addressing Common Concerns

"What if the sun doesn't shine?' We've al heard it. Truth is, Alberta averages 2,300 annual sunshine hours -
comparable to solar giants like Spain. Modern panels even harvest energy through snow cover, as
demonstrated by that viral TikTok from a Banff hostel owner last January.

The real hurdle? Upfront costs. A 10kW system runs $15,000-$20,000 after federal grants. But picture this:
With rising electricity prices (up 28% since 2021), your break-even point could shrink from 12 yearsto just 8.
Not exactly an overnight ROI, but better than most RRSPs these days!

Q&A: Your Burning Questions Answered

Q: Can | sell power if | rent my home?

A: You'll need landlord approval and a modified interconnection agreement.

Q: What panel orientation works best?
A: Southwest-facing at 45? maximizes Alberta's unique solar profile.

Q: Does hail damage void warranties?
A: Most Tier 1 manufacturers (like Canadian Solar) cover impact resistance up to 25mm.

Web: https://mavhone.co.za
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