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Why Should Croydon Homes Switch to Solar Today?

Ever noticed how Croydon's rooftops are getting shinier? With electricity prices up 27% in South London

since 2022 (ouch!), households are getting clever. Solar installations here grew 40% last year - that's faster

than Brighton or Bristol. But why the sudden rush?

Well, it's not just about bills. Croydon Council's new green grants sweeten the deal - up to ?2,500 rebates for

systems installed before March 2024. Combine that with south-facing roofs catching 1,150 kWh/m? annual

irradiation (perfect for panels!), and you've got a no-brainer.

The Hidden Tech in Your Roof

Modern solar isn't your grandad's clunky panels. Take bifacial modules - they catch sunlight from both sides,

boosting output by 15% on cloudy days (which we've got plenty of!). Croydon's first Tesla Powerwall

installation in Purley now runs 92% off-grid, even during December's blackout.

What Makes Croydon Special?

Our clay tile roofs? Actually, they're better than slate for mounting systems. Local installer SunCatcher UK

told me: "We complete 3 Croydon jobs weekly - mostly terraced houses wanting battery storage."

When the Whitgift Estate Went Solar

42 Victorian homes near Croydon Minster, all Grade II listed. Historic England said no to panels... until solar

slates arrived. These look like original 1890s tiles but generate power. Now the estate saves ?600/year per

household. "It's like the houses are paying rent to us," laughs resident Martha Cole.

Crunching the Solar Numbers

Let's break down a typical 4kW system:

  Upfront cost: ?6,500 (after grants)

  Yearly savings: ?820 on bills
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  Feed-in tariff income: ?190/year

  Break-even point: 7.2 years

Compare that to London's average 8.5-year payback period. Why the difference? Croydon's mix of sun and

shade actually helps - panels here rarely overheat, maintaining 19% efficiency vs. Spain's 15% in summer

peaks!

Your Burning Solar Questions

Q: Will panels work on my north-facing roof?

A: Surprisingly yes - modern inverters can still harvest 65% capacity. Pair with a battery system and you're

golden.

Q: What about maintenance?

A: Croydon's rain does most of the cleaning! Just check for pigeon nests twice yearly.

Q: How long do systems last?

A> Most warranties cover 25 years - longer than the average UK mortgage!

Q: Can I go completely off-grid?

A> Possible, but not recommended. Staying connected acts as a backup during those 3-week winter drizzles.

Q: What's the catch?

A> Upfront cost stings, but financing options spread payments over the system's lifespan. Think of it like

prepaying 8 years of electricity bills.

Web: https://mavhone.co.za
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