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Sunlight Meets Legislation

Did you know Arkansas receives 4.8 peak sun hours daily - enough to power 300,000 homes annually? Yet

the state ranks 38th nationally in solar adoption. Why's there such a disconnect between potential and reality?

The answer lies partly in solar power laws in Arkansas that have, until recently, been sort of stuck in the dark

ages.

Back in 2019, I visited a poultry farm in Bentonville where the owner wanted to offset 80% of his energy

costs with solar. Turns out, the permitting process took longer than raising a flock of broiler chickens. "We

finished the coop renovation before the city approved my panels," he told me, shaking his head. Stories like

this highlight why understanding local regulations matters.

The 2023 Net Metering Update

Arkansas' revised net metering policy now allows systems up to 1 MW capacity - a 400% increase from

previous limits. For residential users, that means:

  No size restrictions for home systems

  1:1 credit for excess energy sent to grid

  Annual "true-up" billing instead of monthly

Wait, no - actually, the true-up period changed again this April. Now it's biannual for commercial systems.

See what I mean about keeping up? These policy shifts create both opportunities and confusion.

Money on the Table

Here's where it gets interesting. Arkansas offers a 26% state tax credit that stacks with the federal incentive.

For a typical 8kW system costing $24,000, that's over $12,000 in combined savings. But only 1 in 3 installers

I surveyed last month properly explain this to customers.
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Compare that to Germany's EEG scheme, which Arkansas lawmakers studied when drafting Act 464. The

European model inspired our property tax exemptions for solar equipment. Yet somehow, the message hasn't

fully reached county assessors. Just last week, a Little Rock homeowner fought a $700 improper tax bill - all

because the assessor didn't know about the exemption.

Permitting Pitfalls

While states like California standardized solar permits statewide, Arkansas lets each municipality set its own

rules. The result? A patchwork of 75+ different requirements. Hot Springs uses online submission, while Pine

Bluff still requires notarized paper forms. Talk about a headache!

Southern Sun Showdown

Let's get real - how does Arkansas compare to neighbors? Texas allows third-party solar leases, which we

don't. Tennessee caps net metering at 20kW. But here's the kicker: our average installation costs ($2.70/watt)

beat both states. With the right policies, we could lead the South.

What if every new Walmart distribution center in Arkansas included solar carports? The retail giant's

Rogers-based team actually proposed this, but zoning laws blocked it in two counties. Missed opportunities

like this cost jobs and clean energy.

Q&A

Q: Can HOAs ban solar panels?

A: Not entirely. Act 1773 (2021) prevents outright bans but allows "reasonable" aesthetic guidelines.

Q: Are batteries covered under tax credits?

A: Yes! Storage systems paired with solar qualify for both state and federal incentives.

Q: How long does permitting take?

A: Anywhere from 3 days in Fayetteville to 6 weeks in rural counties. Always check local rules first.

Web: https://mavhone.co.za
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